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Our next sweepstakes drawing will be with our 
anniversary issue in April. Your subscription 
coupon serves as an entry. We will give you 
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OF SPECIAL INTEREST 


til February 8 — The leading ballet 
company of France, Les Ballets 
Janine Charrat, will be at the 
Palace of Fine Arts. (See Music). 


til February 22 _. Players presents 
Happy Times, comedy by Samuel 
Taylor, in English. (See Theater). 


sbruary 2 __ Fiesta de la Candelaria, 

the last of the cycle of Christmas 
festivals. Anyone who found a tiny 
doll in his serving of the Rosca de 
Reyes on the Day of Kings, January 
: 6, must give a party for all those 
> who were present. 


ebruary 5 — Celebration of the Con- 
) stitution of 1857, embodying the 
liberal reforms of Benito Juarez, 
and the Constitution of 1917, which 
grew out of the Revolution of 1910. 


ebruary 9 _. Automobile race at Gua- 

dalajara Airport Course. Many US. 
drivers plan to compete, among 
them Troy Ruttman driving the 
supercharged Ford Stock Car that 
aided him in so many victories last 
year in the U.S. For more info write 
Jorge D’Acosta at Antonio Caso 120, 
Mexico, D. F. 


bruary 13-18 __ Mardi Gras or Car- 
naval, (See Fiestas and Spectacles). 


ruary 18 __ Carnaval in San Juan 
Chamula, Chiapas, Thousands of 
Indians gather for pagan-flavored 
rites of great antiquity. In this, the 
most spectacular of all Chiapas In- 
dian festivals, an avenue of dry 
grass is set aflame and young dan- 
cers race back and forth stamping 
out the fire with their bare feet. 


TO 
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For an explanation of 
our cover, see page 7. 





fiestas & spectacles 


Villa Hidalgo, Oaxaca, Feb. 2. Traditional 
celebration for the Virgin de la 
Candelaria with a popular fair and 
religious ceremonies with more than 
a few Indian overtones. 
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SEE, WHERE 


TO GO IN 


february 


Zitacuaro, Michoacén, Feb. 5. A patriotic 


display honoring the heroic resis- 
tance this tiny pueblo has always 
put up against any and all invaders. 
Bullfights, parades, sports and re- 
gional dances. 


Tlacotalpan, Veracruz, Feb. 2-8. Exciting 


Veracruz music, notably the bamba 
and jarocha, accompanying region- 
al dances and other folk celebra- 
tions form an interesting comple- 
ment to the religious ceremonies in 








save money- 
subscribe or renew now... 


at the present low rates, which go up Mar, 31: 


1 yr: $30 pesos Mexico; $2.50 elsewhere 


2 yrs: $55 pesos or $4.50; 3 yrs: $75 pesos or $6.50 
Mail check or money order to MTM, Atenas 42-601, Mexico 6, D. F. 


...and remember your friends! 
Enclosed is $ 
( )2yrs. 


) 3 yrs. 


subscriptions to MTM 


Yiyr. ( )2yrs. ) 3 yrs. 























A New Way to Travel in Mexico 


300-page pocket guidebook With the most up-to-date travel information What you need fo 
ak pans : Climate and conditions @ Transportation @ Accommodations and food 
© Customs regulations @ Sightseeing @ Maps, fo enjoy trip to the fullest. ae 
Mail your personal check or money order And just off the press. “Man vs. Beast 
for $1.50 (U.S.) to Inter Americon — a 50 cent (U.S.) pocket-book on bull- 
Tourist Bureau of Information. fighting, with illustrations. 
Mercaderes 5! México 19, D. F. 
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133 Air Conditioned Rooms 


and Suites... 


Excellent Food Continental Service Beautiful Kontiki Garden 


Fashion Shop-Beauty Salon-Barber Shop Swimming Pool with Purified Water 


John J Harden, Managing Director 


Dinner Dancing on our Famous Starlight Roof 
Singles from $12 Dis. Doubles from $ 24 Dis. American Plan (With Meals) 
See your TRAVEL AGENT or our Mexico City Office which is located At Nize 44-A 
Telephone 28-71-64. 





honor of the Virgin de La Candela. | 


ria. There will also be an exposi- 
tion of typical products of the state. 


Minatitlan, Veracruz, Feb. 2-12. Another 
colorful festival for the Virgin de 
La Candelaria. Religious proces- 
sions, dances, contests, etc. 


Ensenada, B. C., Feb. 13-18. Carnaval. Bat- 


tles of flowers, allegorical floats, | 


parades and dances. 


Matias Romero, Oaxaca, Feb. 22-26. Annual 
commercial fair showing ty pical 
Oaxacan products and popular art 
objects particularly from the Isth 
mus of Tehuantepec region where 
the town is located. Beautiful dances 
in the traditional Tehuana costume, 
marimba music, fireworks, allegori- 
cal parades, etc. 


Mardi Gras, Feb. 13-18. Enthusiastic car 
nival celebrations all over the Re- 
public with allegorical floats, 
flower and confetti battles, dances, 
music, The fun ends on Ash Wed. 
nesday Feb, 19 to be replaced by 
solemn religious ceremonies. Espe- 
cially colorful festivals are held in 
the cities of Veracruz, Mazatlan, 
Tampico, Mérida, Morelia, Guadala 
jara, Monterrey, Ensenada, Campe. 
che and the village of Huejotzingo. 
Puebla. 


art 


Galerias Antonio Souza, Génova 61-2. Ex 


position of the works of the Colom: 
bian artist Botero. 


Galeria Carmel, Carmel-Arts (Restaurant 
Carmel), Génova 70-A. Engravings 
by young Mexican artists. 


Galeria Proteo, Génova 39, 2nd floor. 


Mexican artist Vlady (See page 7). 
rique Echevarria. 
Exhibition of oils, watercolors and 


ceramics by U.S. artist Marc Bel: 
laire. 











Until Feb, 12 the latest works of! 


Following, exhibition of oils of En-| 


Instituto de Arte de México, Pyebla 141.) 





Galeria Romano, José Maria Marroqui 5— 
Exhibition of Mexican engravings 
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Galerias Chapultepec, at the efitrance to 
Chapultepec Park near the mon- 
ument to the Nifios Héroes. Visién 
de Yucatén, Exhibition sponsored 
by the Instituto Nacional de Artes, 
the state of Yucatan and the Grupo 
Asociacién Civil Yucateca. 


Galeria de Arte Contemporaneo, Amberes 
12. Exhibition and sale of work 
donated by artists for the benefit 
of the Casa de Cuna orphanage. 


Central de Arte Moderno, Ave. Juarez 4. 
Permanent exhibition of the works 
of Rivera, Siqueiros, Tamayo, Char- 
lot, Dr. Atl, Morado and others. 


Jardin del Arte, Sullivan Park, behind 
the Monument to the Mother. Open- 
air exhibition and sale of the works 
of young painters from the Institu- 
to Nacional de la Juventud Mexi- 
cana. 


Galeria de Artistas Mexicanos Unidos, H{[am- 
burgo 36. Permanent exhibit by its 
members. Painting, engraving, 
sculpture, lithography, etc. Monthly 
auction. 


Galeria Diego Rivera, Ignacio Mariscal 70. 
Permanent exhibition of the works 
of Diego Rivera. Old and recent 
works of the artist for sale. 


Museo Nacional de Artes e Industrias Popu- 
lares, Palace of Fine Arts. Perma- 
nent collection of popular arts and 


sales outlet for indigenous arts 
and crafts. Ceramics, glass, wood, 
textiles, jewelry. 


Museo Nacional de Artes Plisticas, Palace 
of Fine Arts. Permanent collection 
of Pre-Cortesian, Colonial, Modern 
and Contemporary art. Murals by 
Rivera, Orozco, Tamayo and Si- 
queiros. 


Galeria de Arte Mexicano, Milan 18. Ex- 
position of oils by Frank Gayalz. 


Galeria Diana, Reforma 489. Watercolors 
and pastels by the 8 year old artist 
Javier Lizarraga. 


Ballet — The leading ballet company of 
France, Les Ballets Janine Charrat, 
now on an American tour, will be 
at the Palace of Fine Arts through 
Feb. 8, The modern repertoire in- 
cludes Domino with music by 
Brahms; a Grieg concert; Hotel de 
la Esperanza by Pierre Kosma; Les 
Liens of Semonof; Harlequin by Da- 
niel Stern and The Fall of a Dicta- 
tor by George Delrue. Choreography 
by Janine Charrat, Dick Sanders 
and John Tarras, Subscription seats 
are available and there will be po- 
pular priced performances at the 
National Auditorium in Chapultepec 
Park, Consult the daily papers for 
details. 


Concerts _. The season of the National 
Symphonic Orchestra opens this 
month, 


theater 


Happy Times _. Comedy by Samuel Tay- 
lor presented in English by Players, 
A. C., Villalongin 32. Directed by 
Robert Wing. Starring Ramén Al- 
varez as Papa, Lois Bauzie as Ma- 
man, Alyce Kuehne as Mignonette, 
Marcel Couturier as Oncle Desmond. 
Until February 22. Players will also 
present two work shops, Admission 
free. — On February 3, Theater in 
France; on February 17, Theater in 
Germany. Tel. 25-31-56. 


Mesas Separadas —. Terence Rattigan’s 
Separate Tables presented by Rita 
Macedo and Ernesto Alonso, who 
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Feb. 14 
Valentines! 


The best selection 
in Silverware, perfumes, 
leather goods, gift 
accesories and many more 
items of the highest 
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are also the stars of the drama. 
Directed by Salvador Novo. Teatro 
Fabregas, Donceles 24. 18-39-60. Two 
performances nightly at 7:15 and 
9:45; Sunday at 5 and 8 pm. 


Damas Solitarias _. Dofia Prudencia Grif- 


fell, Maria Douglas and Maria Te- 
resa Rivas star in this drama pro- 
duced and directed by José de J. 
Aceves and Antonio Arce. Teatro 
Nuevo Caracol, Av. Chapultepec. 
Two performances at 7:15 and 9:45 
pm; Sunday at 5 and 8 pm. 


Escuela de Cocoites _. Amront and Ger- 


bidon’s lavish vaudeville show 
adapted by Carlos Leén and A, Ha- 
ro Oliva. Ricardo Mondragén di- 
rects a large cast including Nadia 
Haro Oliva, Luis Beristain, José 
Luis Jiménez, Guillermo Orea and 
Miguel Cércega. Teatro Arlequin, 
Villalongin 25. 35-31-62. Two per- 
formances at 7:15 and 9:45 pm; Sun- 
day at 5 and 8 pm. 


Mage — Ignacio Lépez Tarso stars 
in the drama by Mexican Author 
Rodolfo Navarrete. Salvador Novo 
is the producer and director. Tea- 
tro de la Capilla, Madrid 13. 24-90-02. 
Two shows daily at 7:15 and 9:45 
pm; Sundays at 5 and 8 pm. 


La Liama Sagrada — Somerset Maug- 


ham’s The Secret Flame directed by 
Fernando Wagner. Cast includes 
Virginia Manzano, Lilia del Valle 
and Carlos Fernandez, Teatro Sul- 
livan, Sullivan 25. 46-07-72. Two per- 
formances at 7:15 and 9:45 pm; 
Sundays at 5 and 8 pm, 


Las Manos de Euridice _. Enrique Guitar 


has performed the solo role in this 
famous work by Brazilian Pedro 
Block with great success in many 
countries. Produced by Manolo F4a- 
bregas in the Teatro de los Insur- 
gentes, Insurgentes 1587, 24-58-91. 
Daily at 8:30 pm. Two performances 
Sundays at 5 and 8 pm. 


Macho — Original drama by Edmun- 
do Baez. Luis Aragén, Lilia Prado 
and Carlos Fernandez play the lead- 
ing roles under the direction of Fer- 
nando Wagner. Teatro Juarez, Av. 
Oaxaca 58. 35-04 65. Performances 
at 7:15 and 9:45 pm daily; Sundays 
at 5 and 8 pm. 











FEBRUARY CLIMATE 
CITY TEMP. RAIN 

(°F.) (Inches) 
Acapulco 78 - 
Cuernavaca 65 0.1 
Guadalajara 61 0.2 
Mérida 74 0.6 
México 56 0.3 
Monterrey 62 0.9 
Oaxaca 66 0.1 
Puebla 60 0.2 
Taxco 69 0.2 
Tehuantepec 66 0.2 
Veracruz 71 0.6 
sports 


Football __ The Mexican Federation of' 


Football announces a five-way 
tournament between the champion 
teams of Argentina and Rio de Ja. 
neiro and the three leading Mex- 
ican teams, 


Basketball —__ The Junior League Cham. 


pionship of the Mexican Federation 
of Basketball will be held in Aguas. 
calientes. In Mexico City, in the 





Gymnasium de Leyes, a series of 
American teams will compete 
against selected Federal District 
teams. Consult the daily news. 
papers for dates, 


Frontén —_ Frontén Metropolitano, Ba- 


hia Todos Santos. Professional 









games every day, except Thursdays, | 


from 4:30 to 11 pm. 


Sexenal Park. Mexico City teams, | 


such as University, Poli, Epic, etc. 9 


will play teams from the states of | 
Jalisco, San Luis Potosi, Guerrero, | 


Volleyball _. Gymnasium of the Plan | 


Morelos and Puebla. There will be | 





aes | 


ay 
ion 
Ja. 
ex: 


am- 
ion 
las. 


; of 


pete 
trict 
ews: 


Ba- 





onal © 
lays, | 


Plan | 
4 
ams, | 


etc, 3 


is of i 
rero, 
ll be} 


a visiting female team from Cuba. 
Consult the papers for details. 


Baseball _. There will be no games in 
February. The official season opens 
in April. 


Teanis __ Swiss Club, Colonia del Valle. 
The Mexican Federation of Tennis 
announces tournaments between 
the top teams of the federation. Vi- 
siting teams may also compete. See 
the newspapers for dates. 


Boxing —. Events may be held during 
the second half of this month. See 
the newspapers, 


Rowing — The Federal District Rowing 
Assn., will send teams to the United 
States to compete in the Internation- 
al Rowing Tournament this month. 


horses 


Yolo —. The Andhuac Polo Grounds, at 
the far end of Chapultepec Park. 
Games will be held every Sunday at 
noon between teams of the Mexican 


Polo Federation. No admission’ 


charge. 


<3ig 





Races __ Hipédromo de las Américas. 
Feb. 16, the Good Neighbor Handi- 
cap with $100,000 (pesos) purse 
over a distance of 1 and 1/16 miles. 


Charros __ The Sixth National Congress 
of Charros will be held in Guadala- 
jara, Jalisco, traditional home of 
the charro (cowboy). During the 
first‘ three weeks there will be con- 
tests every Thursday and Sunday be- 
tween the 40 Jaliscan clubs of the 
National Charro Assn. Yet to be 
announced is the date of the five 
day contest between the top clubs 
of the National Association. Two 
lavish fiestas with dancing, maria- 
chis, regional songs, etc., will be 





held Feb. 21 and 27. There will be 
a reception for the wife of the Gov- 
ernor of Jalisco and other dignitar- 
ies in the Casino of Guadalajara 
Feb. 24 in the afternoon. The expo- 
sition of charro artisanry will open 
the same day. Feb. 25, exposition 
and state horse fair. Activities will 
close with a bangup dance in the 
Casino Feb. 27. 


bullifights 


February is the height of the winter 
season when the top novilleros (novice 
class) fight the best bulls from the 
famous ranches. Plaza “El Toreo” de 
Cuatro Caminos. See the newspapers 
for details. 


OF SPECIAL INTEREST 
@ IN COMING MONTHS 


Concerts — Mexican violinist, Henryk 
Zchering will give a series of per- 
formances in the Palace of Fine 
Arts in March; in April perfor- 
mances by the German pianist, 
Frederik Gulda. 


Holy Week — April 1-6, with religious 
celebrations throughout the 


Republic. 


April 7-June 20 __ The first two-year In- 
teramerican Exposition of. Painting 
and Engraving will be held in the 
National Museum of Plastic Arts. 


Flower Festivals _. jn Xochimilco and 
Santa Anita on April 12. 


Fishing Tournaments __ jn Mazatlan, 
Southern California Tuna Club 
Tourney, April 24-29; International 
Light Tackle Tournament, April 26- 
May. 4. 


Dance —- The first Pan American 
Dance Festival will be presented in 
the Palace of Fine Arts in April. 


Ballet _ The National Ballet of Canada 
will perform in the Palace of Fine 
Arts May 31-June 21. There will be 
popular priced perfomances in the 
National Auditorium. 








Jn Oanaca 


hotel Victoria 


in a prominent location 
with a panoramic view 
of the valley and the 
beautiful city of Oaxaca 





all the modern comforts: 


75 rooms with private bath 
and telephone, 

bungalows, 

terraces, gardens, 

restaurant, bar, 

swimming pool, 


gift shop 








































Retail merchants have long in- 
trigued the minds of writers and eco- 
nomists because of the astute way 
they mind their shops. Although we, 
who are frugal, try to think of retail- 
ers as little as possible, they are al- 
ways giving some ingenious thought to 
us. They attach the idea of giving 
gifts to the celebration of convention- 
al holidays, and invent new holidays to 
be made conventional. 


Now, by way of fortuitous incre- 
ment, the retailers have found a bo- 
nanza among the vast public of reci- 
pients of unwanted gifts. Remember 
that repulsive sterling fish, with Nep- 
tune astride it, that Aunt Mamie 
gave us last Christmas? Of course, 
we could hardly wait to trade it for 
a sterling cock which we always 
wanted but could never afford. In 
making the trade, we found the fish 
was worth less than we had expected 
and that the price of cocks had gone 
up, but we gladly paid the difference. 


Thus the “Christmas trade”, which 
is so important a barometer in the 
gauging of disposable income, infla- 
tionary pressures, and other economic 
enigmas, has come to be followed by 
the “Christmas re-trade’. The econ- 
omists are beginning to refer to unsea- 
sonal upturns in retail sales, and un- 
expected declines in personal savings. 





















If we are ever called upon to ac- 
count to Aunt Mamie for the sterling 
fish, we shall only have to ask her 
whether she is still enjoying the pre- 
sent which we gave her, a walrus 
tusk inlaid with mother of pearl. She 
will surely change the subject, leaving 
us to wonder what it was of her 
heart’s desire that she got in trade — 
a fish with Neptune, perhaps? 

Angus 


6 


readers 





THROUGH SLEET AND SNOW 


..-I am the postman in the Capital 
National Bank Building, Austin, Texas. 
Recently, I sold four subscriptions to 
your magazine to patrons in my build- 
ing. I then sent you a personal check 
to cover these subscriptions. But I sent 
you a check for 12.00 instead of 10.00. 
I later sent you a letter in which I 
enclosed 50 cents. My overpayment 
on the four susbcriptions plus the 50 
cents I hoped would renew my sub- 
scription which was about to expire. 

Today I am delivering the magazines 
to the subscribers whom I had sold, 
but I am still without my copy. Will 
you please check your records, and re- 
instate me as a subscriber, It is em- 
barrassing to have sold these folks a 
magazine, then have to borrow a copy 
from one of them to be able to read it. 


Cc. L. Spaw - 
Austin, Texas 


Far be it from us to lose such a 
successful agent, ially a postman. 


The missing issues are ng rushed 
to you carrier pigeon, so that you 
will no be put i 


into a position 
that might well have embarrassed 
Emily Post. However, Mr. Spaw as a 

tell other subscribers 


about late del- 
very of the December and January 
issues some of the facts of life about 


Christmas mail. (A member of the 
staff has just received an invitation to 
a tmas Eve party, for instance.) 





“FRIENDS OF MTM” 


Like Postman Spaw, so many people have 
appointed themselves the loving friends and 
active admirers of this magazine, and selling 
subscriptions too, that we've decided to organ- 
ize. We're calling our army THE FRIENDS OF 
MTM and Vlady is designing a uniform in clash- 





ing shades of bougainvillea — to be topped 
of course by Uncle Basilio's sombrero. (For 
more retiring members we will provide a lapel 
button featuring Angus, or an armband, flam- 
ing pink.) 

Also we're going to hand out gifts, as well 
as titles (like the Grand Behemoth of Buena- 
vista) to the most active MTMers. To whoever 
sells the most subscriptions by May | we will 


give a choice of either (1) a roundtrip plane | 


or train ride from the port of entry nearest 
his/her home, to Mexico City; (2) a long all- 
expenses paid weekend in Acapulco — “bridg- 
ed" in the Mexican manner from Thursday to 
Monday. 
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The big black sombrero used in our 
January sweepstakes was inherited by 
Viady, through his wife, her grand- 
father, great-uncle, etcetera, from a 
great-great uncle active as a Juarez 
man, a highwayman, and home-made 
money manufacturer. His name was 
Don Basilio, and he specialized in cop- 
per money, which he would then bury 
in duly appropriate jugs, pots, and an- 
tique boxes; after which he would 
notice apparitions, dancing lights, and 
other infallible signs of treasure, which 
he would mention casually to a friend 
or two. Who would, of course, beat 
him to it and find, by the light of a 
midnight moon, Uncle Basilio’s now 
greenish and indubitably antiqued 
money. This would then go safely in- 
to circulation and Uncle Basilio pros- 
pered greatly, though not without oc- 
casional brushes with the authorities 
on other eeunts, such as contraband 
tobacco. Near the peak of his mag- 
nificent and well-worn, headgear there 
is a bullet-hole. 

All that aura of luck and brave.ad. 
venture seems to us exactly right as @ 
vehicle from which to conduct our 
sweepstakes, aside from which mem- 
bers of the staff that we may have 
put on the list to be raffled look es- 
pecially interesting, we think, in Don 
Basilio’s hat. This time we were un. 
able to pose our Number One prize, 


) Fred Peterson, chosen because in Mex- 


ico the big prize is always known as 


Our cover represents midnight of 
Mardi Gres. And the devil, who has 
been manipulating man like’a ~~. 
batting him about back and forth 

across the stage, is now on the wrong 
end of the stick as man finds new 
strength in the faith and austerity of 


A 


The Fat One and Peterson qualifies; 
or rather he did. At present he’s 
down in the Chiapas jungles discover- 
ing lost cities and is not expected to 
return as well-padded as he left. The 
winner is being sent a map by which 
to locate him. 

The number two prize is our cele- 
brated Bartoli a fugitive from Mad- 
ison Avenue and Holiday magazine. 
Before that he was a member of 
Spain’s Republican Army, and then an 
underground fighter in France. Be- 
fore that he was a brilliant, promising 
young artist, son of a maestro of the 
harpsichord who used to do duets with 
Wanda Landowska. The winners of 
this romantic package will have to 
come and get him; and then figure 
out for themselves what to do with 
him. As for his work on MTM, which 
naturally we can’t get along without, 
we'll take it on lendlease or any similar 


amicable arrangement. Mortgage per- 


haps? 


Viady contributed to these sweep. 
stakes, more than his witty and gay 
covers and map-work. He also turn- 
ed in the brush with which the 1957 
masterpieces. were produced. It goes 
to the lucky wimner of Number 18977, 
Viady rates a new brush anyway, for 
1958, because in addition to MTM art- 
directing, he has just rounded a turn in 
his own career as a painter, making 
news, and big news moreover, with a 









































EL JINETE by Vilady. 


show that opened at the Proteo Galle- 
ries on January 8th. Believe it or not, 
our light-hearted Art Editor is also a 
very serious painter. We find it almost 
impossible to reproduce his top canvas- 
ses, because they use color, light, and 
texture so complexly that it mostly 
goes when photographed. On this page 
we’re publishing one of the few that 
can be photographed, feeling pretty 
boastful at the quality of our staff. 

In this issue we're highlighting both 
Mazatlan and Carnival (Mardi Gras) 
celebrations, which in a way go to 
gether, Mazatlan being one of the 
places where festivities are famed ard 
notable. Mazatlan is also a spot we've 
been wanting to report on for some 
time. It combines a number of features 
that your editor is particularly pleased 
with: quiet, spaciousness, unassuming. 
ness, and either a lot to do or nothing 
at all, as you please. You can also clop- 
clop around the country-side in vehic- 
les that look to us as if they ought 
to be called gigs. But maybe they’re 
buggies. Anyway there are a lot of 
them and it’s a fine way to unwind. 
Cutting down on that too-keyed up ner- 
vous pace. The Mardi Gras however 
is an all-out celebration, so popular 
that you might find 
you'll have to sleep in 
a thatched hut on the 
beach (no great hard- 
ship) or possibly in 
one of those gigs. 


NATIONAL PANORAMA 


DEVELOPMENT CREDITS IN 1957 


As Released to MTM by the 
Bureau of Economic Research 
Nacional Financiera, S. A. 


Nacional Financiera intervened in 
obtaining 105.9 million dollars in long- 
term credits from abroad in 1957. The 
Export-Import Bank of Washington 
extended $57.8 million, including the 
equivalent of $13.5 million for de- 
velopment projects in connection with 
the recent purchase of corn under 
Public Law 480. The 23.3 million dol- 
lar balance of the $150 million general 
line authorized to Mexico in 1950, was 
made available last year for the Na- 
tional Railway. In addition, the Exim- 
bank granted 16 million dollars for 
use by Altos Hornos de Mézico, 8. A. 
in the expansion of its steel plant in 
Monclova, and a second credit of 5 
million dollars to the National Agri- 
culture Credit Bank for the purchase 
of beef and dairy cattle. 

An additional 48.1 million dollars 
were obtained by Mexican firms from 
numerous banks and suppliers in Unit- 
ed States and Europe, with Nacional 
Financiera’s endorsement. 

During the year record drawings of 
$85.3 million were effected on new 
and previously authorized credits, 
more than half of which represented 
operations endorsed by Nacional Fi- 
nanciera, Eximbank suppMed $30.9 
million and the World Bank $11.3 mil. 
lion, 

On the other hand, payments on 
principal also went up, amounting to 
37.4 million dollars, leaving a net in- 
flux of $47.9 million for 1957, not 
counting interest payments of $7.9 mil- 
lion. 

Of these Financiera handled credits, 
44 million dollars remain for use in 
1958. Six million of World Bank 
funds are available for the Pacific 
Railway and the Federal Electricity 
Commission. Besides the Public Law 
480 credit, there remain 24.5 in Exim- 
bank for the Railways, Altos Hornos 
and the Agriculture Bank. 

The balance outstanding on these 
credits was 314 million dollars at the 
end of last year. Servicing of develop- 
ment loans has been modest, represent- 
ing only 3% of income on Mexico’s 
current external account. 





Hews and Comments 


boats for gas 


Gas has been pretty much in the 
news lately, what with Sr. Antonio J. 
Bermidez’s announcement that the 
heavy imports of petroleum products 
which take such a big bite out of the 
Mexican financial cake can in future 
be suspended. Although Mexico im- 
ported some: 875,000,000 pesos worth 
of gas and oil (mostly from the U.S.) 
in 1956 and 758,141,440 pesos worth 
between January and October last 
year, the Director of Petréleos Mexica- 
nos has said that in 1958 there will 
probably be no need to look abroad for 
Mexico’s gas needs. Because of new 
wells, but especially new refineries — 
such as the giant “catalytic” plant in 
Azcapotzalco (due to be finished in 
September and to produce some 30,000 
barrels of high octane a day) — Mex. 
ico expects to not only take care of 
internal consumption but to have gas 
to export as well. 

The 18th of March will be the 20th 
anniversary of the controversial ex- 
propriation of Mexico’s oilfields by 
President Cardenas. Speaking of the 
problems in terms of equipment and 
credit that PEMEX has had to over- 
come, Sr. Ricardo Zevada, director of 
the Banco Nacional de Comercio, re- 
cently said, “the justification of Mex- 
ico’s nationalization of gas is some- 
thing that is no longer in doubt, even 

road.” 

d gas, which he calls petrol, was 
one of the topics that played a big 
part in the discussions between Sir 
David Eccles, chairman of the British 
Board of Trade, and officials of the 
Mexican Government and local bank- 
ers. Sir David was encouraging in 
the hope that Great Britain might im- 
port a considerable quantity of Mex. 
ican gas — especially frozen gas. He 
also suggested that in return England 
might send Mexico refinery equipment 
and the ships it needs for the creation 
of a merchant marine — one of Mex- 
ico’s current major needs, and one to 
which Presidential candidate Adolfo 
Lépez Mateos has given: considerable 
thought. 

‘ All in all, Sir David Eccles and his 
attractive wife won a lot of friends in 
Mexico — she with her charm and 


tact, he with his sympathetic grasp of 
Mexican problems. Actually, he 
couldn’t have arrived at a more op- 
portune time. Britain’s position as a 
major importer of Mexican cotton, 
lead, zinc and sulphur has been falling 
off within late years. In 1950 it was 
Mexico’s second biggest client, in 1952 
it had fallen to fifth, and in 1954 to 
seventh — behind Italy, Germany and 
Japan. 

Among the other suggestions that 
Sir David made was that British tour- 
ism in Mexico might be considerably 
augmented, since so many of his coun. 
trymen already visit the Caribbean, by 
increased publicity, better visa and 
custom facilities and a direct flight 
between London and Mexico City. Com- 
menting on the brilliant sunshine 
which had broken through for him on 
his last two days, after having been 
unseasonably shy for most of the 
week, Sir David said, “My countrymen 
used to visit Egypt in search of sun- 
shine like this. There’s no reason why 
they shouldn’t be much happier com- 
ing here. 


and a visit to the Italians 


While his British equivalent was in 
Mexico, Lic, Gilberto Loyo, Mexico’s 


Secretary of Economy, was in Rome i 


heading up an Economic Mission, He 
explored with the Italian Ministers of 
Exterior and Treasury, as well as 
various local importers, exporters and 
manufacturers, ways of increasing 
trade between the two countries. 

One problem that was threshed out 
was that of the need of an import 
licence for certain products. Licencia. 
do Loyo announced his satisfaction 


CIRC ETN I (NRC 


with the concessions that had been of- [| 
fered, indicating that it was now up to | 
private Mexican enterprise to invade © 
the Italian market. Among the prin. | 
cipal Mexican products that Mexico / 
might sell to that country, he suggest- 


ed, were coffee, cotton, henequén and 
minerals, 


And Gilberto Loyo after decorating © 


Italian functionaries with the Order of 
the Aztec Eagle in the name of Pres- 
ident Cortines, laid the groundwork 
for a Mexican Exposition in Italy as 
a sequel to the Italian Fair which took 
place here a year ago. 
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all over mexico mardi gras brings 


an explosion of fiestas, In preparation for 
lent renunciations. 


VERACRUZ: For a real zany carnival we recommend 

this anything-goes seaport town. See photo to right. 
MAZATLAN: Carnival plus reputation for beautiful girls. 
HUEJOTZINGO: A charro kidnaps the town beauty. 
MORELIA: Bombardments of scent-filled egg shells. 
MERIDA: Usually staid Yucatecan capital really lets go. 
JALAPA: Traditional elegance with old Spanish lace. 
TEPOZTLAN: Ancient dances of the old men and deer hunt. 


MONTERREY: Backed by progressive business men, 
forward-looking of course. 


TAMPICO: Can't think of anything that they do here 
a iy don't do in Veracruz, but Tampiquefics 
like it +. 


Photos Mayo 
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Midnight in Mexico City 
now suddenly cosmopolis. 


until recently a quiet town of provincial habits, 
Photo Fred Peterson 


MIDNIGHT 
IN MEXICO 


The best way to start out on a round 
of night roaming in Mexico City is 
with a nap. Have the desk clerk call 
you an hour or so before midnight. If 
you get to any of the big clubs before 


“eleven you might as well bring along 


cards to pass an hour or two of so. 
litaire — the smaller places will not 
even be open. 

And the nap will be necessary if you 
want to stay with the Mexican night 


(Continued on page 24) 


In the new urban‘pace, people work hard, play hard, and have developed an interesting, picturesque and exciting night life. 


Photo Héctor Garcia 
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Svelte supper clubs provide violins and elegance, good food 
and exclusive atmosphere. 


Left: In popular clubs one comes for let-go gaiety: old ranch 
songs and che-cha-cha's. Below: Three o'clock in the morning... 
in the Plaza Garibaldi, where all good parties end. 

















report on 
mazatlan 


Photo Mary Saint Albans 





FAMED FOR ITS ABUNDANT BIG GAME FISH, 
MAZATLAN IS ALSO A GET-AWAY-FROM.-IT-ALL 
PLACE SECOND TO FEW... 


Mazatlan has three things to recom- 
mend it: the weather, which is warm 
all year round; excellent fishing for 
the high-flying, fast-running game 
fish, and hunting — deer, wild boar, 
in the back hills. 

This port town, half-way on the Pa- 


cific Coast of Mexico, has neither the 
glamour or beautiful beaches of Aca- 
pulco, nor the historical interest and 
economic significance of Veracruz. But 
for those who want a weekend vaca- 
tion in the sun it is just a hop, skip 
and jump by plane from either Cali- 


; 


fornia or Texas. And it is a beautiful 
place for just plain lazing. 

There is the first long view of 
Mazatlan with the waves smashing 
against the rocky shore and the high 
wall that protects a line of #hotels 

(Continued on page 16) 
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(and principal hotels) 10.-Bus 
Terminal 11.-Airport 12- 
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report on mazatian 


(Continued from page 18) 


fronting on the ocean, There one sees 
the Paseo del Centenario, a wide 
avenue finished recently, that skirts 
the ocean front from the airport up 
and around the promontory and down 
to the docks that lie at Mazatlan’s back 
door. Lookout points have been built 
on several of the largest rock forma- 
tions that jut out into the sea, for 
those who want to make like Balboa 
discovering the Pacific. And it is a 
thrilling view. 


You can hire one of the arafias or 
open horse-drawn carriages for this 
drive, and for the visitor who comes 
work-weary and limp, the clop-clop is 
both peaceful and invigorating, with 
the relaxing heat of the brilliant sun 
and the brisk, cool winds from the 
ocean in tandem. 

Mazatlan is a town with a very 
short history, although the' early con- 
quistadores and Jesuit priests tramped 
the region — the first group off to 
look for the fabled seven cities of Ci- 
bola and -Quivira with their golden 
towers, and the latter hard.at-work 
Christianizing and pacifying the In. 
‘dians. Neither had much success. 

Until the beginning of this century, 
communication between the central 
heartlands of Mexico and the northern 
states, especially along the Pacific, was 
difficult if not impossible. The great 
coastal mountain ranges, majestic now 
from the air but crossed in twenty 
minutes or so, then meant many days 
on muleback. 

Mining, agriculture and stock-rais- 
ing were carried on on a small scale 
— in most cases sufficient only for 
the region’s needs. Population was 
‘parse and scattered, and the Indians 
occasionally rose to do battle but more 
often were content to form little areas 
of passive resistance to those they 
still considered invaders, It was not 
exactly an inviting land to go seek a 
fortune in. 

But in the middle of the last cen- 
tury some enterprising Germans sel.- 
ling agricultural equipment decided 
that Mazatl4n was a place with a 
future and settled down there to do 
business with the neighboring interior. 
The colony grew and prospered, and 
has become the economic backbone of 
the. community. Naturally they also 
built themselves a brewery — Cerve- 
ceria del Pacifico — which is big bus- 
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Photo Lowell Weeks 


iness in the region, but doesn’t export 
much because the beer is not as good 
as the famed brands produced in Mon- 
terrey and Orizaba. Natives of the re- 
gion, however, still prefer a local drink 
called tejuino, made from corn. 


For many years the main trade 
routes from Mazatl4n went north to 
California, and later west to Japan. 
The Southern Pacific railway connect- 
ing Nogales to Guadalajara, down the 
West Coast, did a slow and cumber- 
some, but steady job. Now, how. 
ever, the West Coast highway has 
drawn Mazatlan and the northern 
states into more direct contact with 
central Mexico, and planes fly in ail 
directions. The Mexican government 


has an ambitious plan for turning Ma- 
zatlan into the major Pacific port, and 
irrigation projects in the hinterlands 
which are transforming them rapidly 
into fertile farmlands producing to- 
matoes and wheat, have created new 
demands for export transportation. 
But Mazatlan’s major business today 
is tourism — travellers who come in 
search of sun and rest, to eat shrimp, 
scallops and delicious black clams, 
pineapple and green coconuts under 
the palms and so on. And, to fish the 
waters where the great marlin, sail- 
fish and dolphin leap all year round, 
with rio closed season; and there’s a 
fish for every hook. Or so we've heard. 


(For prosaic information — restaurants, hotels, 
etc., tee Mazatlan Directory, page 25. 
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tel row in Mazatlan, fronting on Olas Altas Beach. The town stretches straight back 
o the left. The fishing docks are upper left, out of the range of the camera. 





Above: fishing is big business in Maza- 
tlan. As well as sports fishing, there are 
several commercial fleets that make this 
home base 


Left: the Mazatlan version of the surrey 
with the fringe on top. It's called an 
arafia or spider wagon, and it's not only 
fun, it's cheap — a ride costs only eight 
cents. 
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the one That didn't get o oj 
stuffing and mounting the precious trophy of that) 


unforgettable moment Is the unique business of 
Srita. Cella Lomeli and her also enterprising brother, 
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The pose is classic, but to the fisherman who caught it, the thrill is 
ever new. 


Fisherman's moment for Carlos Lomeli, whose business is stuffing ‘em 
for immortality. Srita. Celia Lomeli, co-partner, also on a busman's 
holiday, looks on approvingly. 


Marine scene or not in the background as the owner chooses. 
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“The main difference between fish- 
ing in Mexico and fishing in the United 
States is that in Mexico there are 
more fish than fishermen”, 30 says 
Hart Stilwell in his book, “Fishing in 
Mexico”, the best handbook to this 
sport, 

When the long battle with the fish 
is over, and if it has been a memorable 
one and the fish is a real prize, most 
fishermen think one step beyond just 
having a picture taken at the weigh- 
ing station. This is a fish to be mount- 
ed for permanent memory. Of course 
it means having a really large blank 
wall to hang it on because you can’t 
just stick up a 10 footsailfish or 400 
pound marlin anywhere, even though 
these large fish when mounted weigh 
only about 25 pounds. 

Investigating this aspect of the 
sport, we found the only place in Mex- 
ico that does mounting (Montadura de 
Peces Lomeli, Tamagno 270, México 
14, D. F.), and took ourselves off for a 
look-see. 

The business is run jointly, family- 
style, by Sr. Carlos Lomeli and his 
sister, Srita. Celia Lomeli. He takes 
care of the technical end of the bus- 
iness, and Celia, who speaks and 
writes English very well, handles cor- 
respondence and public relations. The 


many letters they have received from” 


delighted customers all over the 
United States are proof of a good job 
well done by both Lomelis. 

We found out that there is little ef- 
fort involved for the fishermen. The 
captain of the boat (most of their bus- 


over all. 


iness comes from Acapulco) takes care 


of skinning and mailing. The skins and 
bills are tagged to avoid confusion and 
sent on to Mexico City. 

First the skins g: through a tanning 
process to remove the natural oils. 
Then they are stretched over a light- 
weight artificial body. The original 
bone framework of the fin is used, but 
the natural fin membrane which is 
so thin it will not last through the 
tanning process, is replaced by card- 


An artificial body of papier maché and hemp is molded according to the original 
length of the fish; the beak is fastened on and the skin carefully 





board. The fish is then spray-painted 
and a special hanging device which al- 
lows for flexibility in positioning on 
the wall is affixed. 

Prices F.O.B. Laredo are: sailfish, 
$175.00 (dlls.); marlin $1.00 per Ib. 
(165 lbs. minimum); dolphin, $1.25 per 
inch. Delivery about 30 days, with a 
gold-sealed certificate of catch accom- 
panying the fish. 

And there you have the one that 
really didn’t get away. 


Last Step. The sailfish is sprayed with a reproduction of the colors it displayed 
at its gaudiest — in the instant of death when it glows brilliant royal blue 


and silver. 



























The little town of Tonala just out- 
side of Guadalajara has been a pot- 
tery and ceramics making center for 
many generations. Together with its 
neighbor Tlaquepaque, it is a town 
that still preserves its ancient organ- 
ization of family-kilns; each family 


specializing in a certain type of glaze, 


Photos Marilu Pease 


decoration, color, texture, or shape, as 
the case may be. Each town in turn 
long since centered its manufacturing 
on a given type of pottery: Tlaquepa- 
que cheap quick products for the mass 
market; Tonala, the delicately work- 
ed “art pieces”, ranging all the way 
from cherished sets of cups to huge 


and almost regal presentation and 
museum pieces. 

Within each family, the special. 
ization-system that was highly develop. 
ed several centuries ago, further 
mechanizes and speeds up production, 
in a manner essentially the same as 
the assembly-line. One member shapes 








ican ceramics, all include at least one 
Galvan piece, characteristically soft- 
textured, done in earth tones with 
white or black accents, and as a rule 
covered with an allover pattern of 
animals in a forest very elegantly styl- 
ized and startlingly resembling Chinese 
or Persian art. 


Strangely Chinese (and generally 
Oriental) too is the manner in which 
Galvan works, drawing with his brush, 
which is held exactly in the manner of 
the ancient Chinese scroll-painters. 
Pictures in pre-Spanish deerskin and 
maguey-parchment books match the 
Galvan technique exactly. This is the 
way the ancient artists of this world 
drew, all the way from the highland 
Mexican to the Mayas of Yucatan. 
This today is still the system used 
for calligraphy and some kinds of de- 
coration, in many parts of the Orient. 
A detail which, like many others one 
finds in Mexico, is mysteriously chal. 
. lenging and tantalizing to archaeolog- 
Photo Marilu Pease ists and all other romantics. 


Maestro Galvaén uses the brush technique of the ancient Mayas. 


Photo Edward Weston 


the pot, another may apply the slip, 
another handles the kiln itself, and so 
on; while in the decoration, the “as 
sembly-line” is often literally just that, 
one putting in the upstrokes and 
another the circles, a third the petals 
and a fourth the rims, etcetera, 

Nowadays, the shops and factories 
assembled for large commercial ex. 
port by recent merchants, have some- 
what cut into the old web of produc- 
tion, whereby you could tell at a glance 
which town, which street, which house 
and perhaps even which individual pot- 
ter made what. But many of the old- 
er, most skilled families have held 
themselves aloof from producing in 
the shops, retaining their patio kilns 
and clan styles, taught of course from 
father to son as far back as anybody 
remembers, 

This is the root from which springs 
the work of Amado Galvan of Tonala, 
long famous as a master potter and 
called by everyone who knows him, 
respectfully maestro. Galvan, now 
middle-aged to elderly, has been pro- 
ducing masterpieces in his front-yard Detail from a museum piece. Galvén's pottery is reminiscent of Persian 
for almost’ thirty years. Museums in and Oriental art in its stylized patterns. 
Guadalajara and Mexico City, and 
private collections of the choicest Mex- 








BUSINESS PERSPECTIVES, 1958 


About this time of year there is 
generally quite a bit of knowing talk 
in financial circles as to whether there 
is or is not a danger of devaluation. 
This is because most of the heavy fall 
and winter income, from crops, travel, 
etc., is in and there is a natural down- 
dip, which picks up again in May and 
June. In the United States, devaluation 
occurs in the form of slow loss of 
purchasing power of the dollar in a 
relatively imperceptible way. In Mex- 
ico when it comes, it has been one 
blow — a sudden lowering of the of- 
ficial rate of exchange to protect out- 
flow of dollars. Mexico, which still has 
to import many basic products, par- 
ticularly heavy industrial equipment, 
feels it right down to its roots and the 
change is at once reflected in consumer 
prices. 

During the present government, af- 
ter one difficult moment essential to 
keep the national economy solvent. 
devaluation has been hedged against 
both by increase of the gold reserves, 
steady and difficult but real. At the 


Lithograph by Vlady 
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same time the nation has been made 
increasingly self-sufficient both in 
agricultural and industrial production. 
Thus, if the necessity for buying basic 
products on the international market 
goes down, devaluation, if it becomes 
necessary, affects only those consum- 
ers who want to buy luxury imported 
goods and have the money to do so. 


Shortly after the last three changes 
of government there has been a de- 
valuation uf the peso. And now there 
is about to be another change of gov- 
ernment, giving rise to more rumors. 
The optimistic note was struck very 
clearly last year, however, during the 
visit of Hjalmar Schacht, the German 
financial expert, who suggested that 
in his view the strength and growth 
of the Mexican economy was such 
that there ought to be a revaluation 
up in relation to the dollar. 

In any case, in view of the general 
interest in the subject, especially at 
this time, MTM went for sound infor. 
mation and conservative opinion to 
William B. Richardson, for 28 years 


head of the First National City Bank 
of New York here, and now an Invest 
ment Counselor. There’s no one, off. 
hand, likely to know as much of the 
picture from both the Mexican and 
foreign viewpoints. In essence, Mr. 
Richardson feels that the financial con 
dition of the country is sound with the 
Bank of Mexico having strong gold and 
dollar reserves. His reply to the ques. 
tion as to the foreign exchange situa- 
tion of Mexico was. “Here are some 
figures about Mexico that your readers 
will find of interest, and let them come 
to their own conclusions.” 

Gold and dollar reserves of the 
Banco de México as of January, 1958 
are 441,000,000 dollars. 

The present estimated population of 
Mexico is 32,000,000, with a demogra- 
phic increase of 3% per year.: This 
means a country increasing at a rate 
better than average with a constant 
supply of youth to give the nation’s 
affairs an energetic boost. The health 
of the people, moreover, is showing 
great improvement — Social Security 
clinics and the malaria program, for 


A Poem by Leon Felipe 


And this game, worthy sir, 
This game, of the white ball 


and the black ball 
When will it end? 
This game 


Of the sound and the silence 

Of laughter and weeping 

Of light and the night... 

And somebody asks: What is the night? 


And that tear, worthy sir, 

That lone gingle tear that skates and that slips 
That dances and pauses 

In the cut of the wind 


Where will it stand? 


And there’s another question: reverend sir, 


What is the game? 


Trans. ANITA BRENNER 
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are rehabilitating the sick 
and providing infant and child care 
for the majority of the nation, where 
30 years ago none existed. At the 
present rate of growth, the population 
estimate for 1980 is 55,500,000. 


The nation’s capital, Mexico City. 
presently has a population of 4,400,000 
— ahead of Chicago, and at its present 
growth of 7% per year by 1963 will 
mean more than five million inhabi- 
tants, which will make it the second 
largest city in the American hemi- 
sphere. 

In the field of heavy industry, which 
has been created practically out of 
nothing in the past thirty years, steel 
production has increased from 878,892 
tons in 1956 to more than 900,000 
tons in 1957, and is scheduled to go 
over the million mark in 1958. Cement 
production, in a nation which is build. 
ing at a tremendous rate, has increased 
from 878,900 tons in 1946 to an estimat- 
ed 2,500,000 tons in 1957. 

With regard to over.all industrial 
expansion, between 1945 and 1956 in- 
dustrial production increased more 
than 70 percent. The 1957 increase is 
estimated at 8 percent. 

And one of Mexico’s most important 
industries, travel, called here, “the 
smokeless industry”, brought ina 
whopping 500 million dollars in 1957. 

As far as the new 1958 budget is 
concerned income is scheduled at 
8,405 million pesos with expenditures 
of 8,403 million pesos. This margin in 
favor of the country does not include 
626 million pesos that have been ear- 
marked for amortization of debt. 

The United Nations Economic Com- 
mission for Latin America in May, 
1957 released a forecast on Mexico's 
economic growth. It predicted that the 
rate of overall real growth of the 
economy between 1955 and 1956 will 
average 5.4% a year. 

This same Economic Commission, 
basing its findings on a special study 
released in August of 1957, expects 
Mexico’s per capita national income, 
which increased about 30% between 
1946 and 1955 to rise yet another 25% 
in the next decade. 

Overall, as Mr. Richardson pointed 
out, the picture is one of a healthy, 
young economy moving forward with 
amazing speed, building a solid base 
of heavy industry and increased agri- 
cultural production, so that it can more 
and more weather financial storms 
that sweep in on all nations from the 
shifts in the international situation. 





business and legal 
information sources 
in mexico city 


BANKS AND FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS 

Nacional Financiera. Venustiano Carranza 25. 
Contact Dr. Alfredo Navarrete, Departa- 
mento de Estudios Econémicos. 

Banco de México. Cinco de Mayo 2. For gen- 
eral information: Departamento de Estu- 
dios Econémicos. For more specialized 
and private information: Departamento de 
Anélisis de Crédito e Inversiones . Banca- 
rias. 

Banco de Comercie Exterior. Venustiano Ca- 
rrenza 32. Will provide information on any 
foreign business. Also publishes a bulletin 
in English which will be sent on request. 
as will its annual balance sheet. 

Banco Internacional. Edificio Guardiola, Ma- 
Aero 2. Contact Sr. Alfonso Diaz Garza of 
the Gerencia General. 

First National City Bank. Isabel la Catdlica 
54. Contact the Departamento de Relacio- 
nes Publicas. 

Banco de Londres y México. Bolivar and 16 
de Septiembre. Contact Sr. Jaime Cavallu- 
ci, Departamento Extranjero. 

Banco de Comercio. Venustiano Carranza 42, 
4th. floor. Contact the Departamento de 
Estudios Econémicos. 

Banco Nacional de México. Isabel la Catdéli- 
ca 44. Contact Dr. Mariano Alcacer. De- 
partamento de Estudios Econémicos. 


CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE AND 

INDUSTRY 

Camara Nacional de C lo. Paseo de la 
Reforma 42. Contact the Departamento de 
Relaciones Pdablicas. 

American Chamber of Commerce of Mexico. 
Plaza Santos Degollado 10. Contact Henry 
A. Shute. : 

British Chamber of Commerce. San Juan de 
Letrén 21-700 and 701. Contact Norman 
Pelham Wright. 


LAW FIRMS AND INVESTMENT 

COUNSELORS 

Lie. Licio Lagos. Paseo de la Reforma 76, 
7th floor. Specializes in negotiations to do 
with setting up new industries. 

O'Dwyer, Bernstein and Correa. Judrez 97. 
7th. floor. Specialize in setting up foreign 
businesses. 

Aleman, Brown and Escobar. Paseo de la Re- 
forma 122, 7th floor. Specialize in matters 
of property, immigration and foreign bus- 
inesses. 

William B. Richardson. Lépez 1-401. Special- 
izes in investments. 

Hardin, Hess and Sudres. Lépez 1, 6th floor. 
Specialize in investments. 

Basham, Binge and Correa. Av. Judrez 14. 
Specialize in commercial matters and in- 
vestments. 

Lic. Emilio Portes Gil. San Juan de Letran 9. 
Specializes in commercial and industrial 
matters. 

Lic. Manuel Gamio Leén. 16 de Septiembre 
56-302. Specializes in immigration prob- 
lems. 

NOTE: Business in Mexico ia not generally 
conducted by telephone. 
make your contacts by mail, or in person. 
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But there’s no need 


by our advancing costs. 





If you act 
NOW, you'll save a 
pretty penny... make sure 


of receiving MTM for up 
to 3 years at the present 
rates — whether your 


subscription is 
NEW or RENEWAL 
Present Rates Rates Effective 


March 31, 1958 


l yr. $2.50 dollars 30 pesos $3 35 
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mail your check or money order 
TODAY to MEXICO THIS MONTH 
Atenas 42-601, México 6, D. F. 
(Clip and mail] coupon on page 1 — 
or if you prefer, jot down the infor- 
mation on a separate sheet and 
mail it without delay). 
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MADE-TO~-ORDER SHIRTS 
FOR CHOOSY MEN. 
MAN-TAILORED BLOUSES 
AND MEXICAN COTTON 
PULLOVERS FOR DITTO 
WOMEN. gemecratic Prices 
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cvernavaced 


Mest beautiful resort —Big grounds— swimming pool 
Excellent cuisine — All diets — the ideal place to rest. 


Leandro Valle 10! 
Cuernavaca, Mor. Tel. 309. 














New expressions in 


Mexican Furniture 


Ly 


Muebles Toluca 
Hamburgo 108-2 
México, D. F. 


Aztecana Corp. Ltd. 
469 Manor Road East 
Toronto 7, Canade 


Distributors: 
Azteca Inc. 


533 So. Los Angeles St. 
Los Angeles 13, California 











Foremost in ACAPULCO 


Bc 


Completely Air Conditioned 


Our West Coast Office 
Reservations and Information 
9441 Wilshire Bled. Suite 404 
Beverly Hills, Clit. 

Tel: CRestview 6-6611 


Hotel 


Our United States Offices: UTELL ASSOCIATES 


80 Boylston St. Essex House 55 E. Washington St. 
Boston 16, Mass. New York 19,.N. Y. Chicago 2, Ill. ing 

Liberty 2-20-36 Plaza 7-298! Financial 6-2979 Phone Franklin 9-833! 
Twa: BS 825 Teletype NY 1-3076 Teletype CG 1513 Miami 32, Florida 


FOR RESERVATIONS, see your Travel Agent or address Hamburgo 108, Office 101, México City 
Mr. Miguel Guajardo, Owner. 


Chamber of Commerce 
Buildi 











midnight 


(Continued from page 10) 


people; they may be slow starters, but 
once out they will not leave a party 
until it is lighter outside than in. 

Night spots range from the sophis- 
ticated Versalles, where members of 
the international set watch the best 
talent from anywhere in the world, to 
the rough and ready cabarets where § 
people just watch each other. 

Judging by the lack of elbow room, 
the Jacaranda would be the most pop. 
ular of the plush clubs. It is the 
most striking. Through a glassed-in 
patio a live Jacaranda tree is backed 
by fountains of colored water that gush 
and toss in perfect rhythm to what- 
ever the orchestra is playing. 

El Patio is the oldest of the night 
clubs and usually has the best Spanish 
and Mexican talent. 

If you like the wild Afro-cuban drums 
and dancers the Afro in the Hotel Vis- 
ta Hermosa imports their raw material 
directly from Cuba. 

The best place to listen to the wail. 
ing Moorish music of Spain is the Gi. 
tanerias. There prices are reasonable 
and there are always a few of the 
finger snapping, stamping Flamenco 
dancers to keep things moving. 

There are two bars that are attract. 
ing the modern music crowd. ‘One, El 
Eco, is long and narrow with a pocket- 
size dance floor which the smal] jazz 
combo shares with dancers nimble 
enough to keep out of the drums. The 
crowd here is bohemian with an en. 
forced intimacy due to overlapping 
tables. The other bar, Bar Riguz, 
features three other-worldly characters 
who clown through all the best of the 
hot stuff — and they play better than 
most, even while they are switching 
instruments and sometimes even play- 
ing each his own melody. 

Down on Garibaldi Square maria 
chis — strolling singers — amble from 
bar to bar and from car to car — some 
people like to sit in their cars and 
listen, But remember, if you ask a 
group to play, you must pay. They 
are not subsidized. Guadalajara de 
Noche, located on the square, offers a 
wide variety of drink and song as long 
as you like tequila and rancheros, Mex- 
ican hill-billy music. 

If you want to stay up until dawn 
like the local citizens remember that 
an ounce of tequila will prevent al- 
most anything. 





SPOTS 


fro, Hotel Plaza Vista Hermosa. Lavish 
decorations, music and floorshow transport 
you to the tropics. No minimum. 


acaranda, Génova 44. Famous for its foun- 
tains, the ‘‘Dancing Waters’’. Continuous 
music by two orchestras, one Mexican and 
one French. No minimum. 


Paseo, Reforma 146. Restaurant-bar serv 
ing international cuisine to the tune of 
good music. No minimum. 


Rincén de Goya, Toledo 4. No dancing, but 
an excellent Spanish floorshow and din- 
ner. 


lub Riguz, Hotel Insurgentes, Insurgentes 
1168. The brilliant and versatile Continen- 
tal Trio specializes in rhythm music, but 
you may catch anything from jazz to clas- 
sical. 


Gitanerias, Av. Oaxaca 47. For the real 

Spanish ambiente. Show includes every- 
thing from dancers and vocalists to a 
Spanish poet. Good food. No dancing. 


Fuente, Insurgentes 890. Restaurant-bar 
with continuous music. Good show. No 
minimum. 


Terraza, Insurgentes and Ave. Col. del 
Valle. Music for dancing begins at 6 p.m. 
Nightly shows. Minimum. 


and restaurants 


Fonda El Refugio, Liverpool 166. Sample some 
of the best Mexican cooking in town. Next 
day, if you're getting homesick, try El 
Otro Refugio next door for American-style 
hamburgers, charcoal-broiled steaks and 
what have you. 


Perigord, Av. Yucatan. Just about the best 
French food in town. 


Angelo’s, Florencia 39. Delicious Italian food. 


Focolare, Hamburgo 87. Luxurious food to 
the tune of romantic violins. 


la Tablita, Reforma 1105. Argentinian res- 

= taurant specializing in steaks and mixed 
grills all broiled over charcoal in the ad- 
joining garden. 


Chalet Suizo, Niza 37. Good French-Swiss 
cuisine at extremely reasonable prices. 


la Gran Tasca, Av. Morelos 77. Excellent 
Spanish food to the tune of song fests 
with the more vocal waiters participating. 


la Bonda, Génova 39 International with a 
wide variety. 


Ow. orn Du 


INFORMATION SERVICES 


M. A. (Asociacién Mexicana Auto- 
movilistica). Berlin 6. Reciprocal 
courtesies to members. In case of 
emergency, call 27-35. 


American Empesty, Reforma and La- 
fragua. Tel. 46-94-00. 


American come Lucerna 71. Tel. 
46-46-20. 





A. N. A. (Asociacién Nacional Auto- 
——. — 51. Affiliated 
with Services both to 
~--F os :>- members. Emer- 
gency phone number: 


Benjamin Franklin Library, Niza 53. 


Central Balneolégica. San Juan de Le- 
tran 24. Free information on Mex- 
ican spas and heaith resorts. 


Mexico City Daily Bulletin. Gémez Fa- 
rias 41. Tel. 16-69-60. Generali tour- 
ist information. 


*Mexican-North American Cultural In- 
stitute, Hamburgo 115. Tel. 25-16-54. 
25-16-55, 16-56. 


National Tourist Department, Judérez 
89. General travel information. 


PEMEX Travel Club, Judrez 89. High- 
way information. Publishes an ex- 
— auto travel bulletin in Eng- 


The News, Morelos 4. Tel. 21-23-35 
46-69-04. 46-68-40. Worldwide and 
Mexican news, with UP. INS 
coverage, US columnists and comics. 











mazatian directory 


HOTELS. 


El Belmar, Paseo Olas Altas. Single, $31.00: 
double, $50.00. One of the first hotels 
in Mazatlan and still one of the best. 
Much more Mexican in architecture and 
flavor. Food adequate but uninspired. Tea 
dancing Saturday afternoons on_ the 
enclosed terrace overlooking the ocean. 
Most comfortable rocking chairs in the 
Republic on the open-air terrace. 


Freeman, Paseo Olas Altas 79 Sur. Single 
$30.00; double, $60.00. The ‘‘skyscraper’’ 
of the ocean front. Magnificent view from 
the penthouse. Complete with bar and 
dance floor. Food again only adequate. 


Flamingos, Continuacién Av. J. Carrasco. The 
staff has never stepped foot in this hotel 
so has no first-hand information, but rates 
of — single, $50.00; double, $80.00, would 
seem to indicate a first-rate hotel. 


La Siesta, Paseo Olas Altas 11. Single, $45.00; 
doubie, $70.00. Clean, modern, built 
around an open patio with sunning facili- 
ties therein. Caters to Americans, especial- 
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IT PAYS... 


to complete your 
wardrobe at 


Marisa Ruby 


Ready -to- wear originals 
Exclusive Resort Wear 


Niza 45 Mexico, D. F. 











CASA a los 
TESOROS 


YesTauvVAnTe BAY 
Pool 


Enjoy Acapulco’s most beautiful 
swimming pool 


INFORMATION AND RESERVATION OFFICE 
BALDERAS 36-3 phones: 21-80-98, 21-08-69 
or at your local travel agent 











LAS HAMACAS 
Acapulco’s most beautiful 
beach resort hotel 














de lo Ave. Madero No. 20 


The oldest, largest and most 
reliable house of furs in Mexico 


HAUTE COUTURE FURS 
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Exclusively: 
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Food, Service, and 
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Very Expensive 


Reservations Advisable 
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ly the fishing crowd. Best hotel food in 
Mazatlan — shrimps are a speciality. 


Playa de Mazatlan, P. O. Box 207. Single, 
$70.00; double, $85.00. A good ways from 
town, but a definite advantage is the good 
swimming beach at its front door. This 
comes equipped with little grass huts and 
there are cold drinks available, alcoholic 
or non—. 


Balboa Sports Club — Private club, but 
anyone who is a member of a priyate club 
elsewhere may have a one-time guest card 
to stay there. Also have a private duck 
hunting preserve. For fishing and hunting 
information in the area, write to Mr. 
G. B. Barnard. 


RESTAURANTS... 


El Puerte Azul, on Paseo Kliause, continua- 
tion of Ave. Olas Altas to the north. 
Speciality of the house is seafood, and a 
gorgeous view out over the ocean. 


Los Comales, Calle de Carnaval at the corner 
of Ave. Angel Flores, downtown. Good 
Mexican food, and the restaurant is clean 
and tidy. 


Jonkol’s, Ave. Angel Flores, corner of Calle 
Constitucién, downtown. Coffee-shop, good 
for breakfast. 


NIGHTCLUBS... 


Always ready and willing to do a little 
pub-crawling, the staff really couldn't find 
scope for its activities here, other than the 
hotel bars, and La Roca, a restaurant bar 
on Ave. Olas Altas, near the Hotel Freeman. 
Very definitely, we vote thumbs down on 
visits to the bars around the docks — not 
only off-base but can be dangerous. 


FISHING... 


Best to make your arrangements with 
your travel agent or with your hotel in 
Mazatlan. 


BEACHES... 


Las Gaviotas — the largest and most popular 
in Mazatlan. Out by the Hotel Playa de 
Mazatlan. Don't go too far out because 
there are often treacherous riptides and 
there’s no full-time lifeguard, although 
there are many willing beach boys who 
keep an eye out for swimmers in distress. 


Olas Altas — directly in front of the down- 
town hotels. At low tide it’s rocky but 
passable. If you're tired of living, swim 
at high tide. 


Playa Sur — known only to the townspeople, 
below the light house. A long, gently 
sloping beach with quiet waves, recom- 
mended for family swimming, especially 
those with small fries that have to be 
watched. Open air cantina at one end of 








DRIVING TO MEXICO? 


Make sure you have car insurance 
that covers you completely while in 
Mexico. 


You can purchase full coverage by 
mail, with flexible dates to accom- 
modate a change in plans. 

For detailed information and costs, 

write to: 
INTERNATIONAL 
INSURANCE SERVICE 


354 South Spring St., Suite 711 


Telephone: Madison 6-0261 
Los Angeles 13, California 
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beach. Soft drinks, snacks, etc. A juke 
box, too, so dance on the sand at sunset 
if you wish. 


COMMUNICATIONS... 


Airlines — Cia. Mexicana de Aviacién from 
Los Angeles, Tijuana, Hermosillo, Guada- 
lajara and Mexico City. Aeronaves de 
México from El Paso, Monterrey and Ti- 
juana. 


Highway — New West Coast Highway, No. 15, 
coming down from Nogales or up from 
Mexico City. 


Buses — from Mexico City or Guadalajara. 
We definitely recommend ONLY first class 
lines, with reserved seats, because Mex- 
icans have had years of practice fighting 
for the seats on second class buses. 


Waterways — for those fortunate enough to 
own sea-going craft we offer the broad 
blue expanses of the Pacific Ocean. There 
are dock facilities at Mazatlan and the 
harbormaster is a kindly soul. 


(See page 5 for special events in Maza- 
tlan in coming months.) 


mexican cookbook 


The most constant request in letters 
that come directed to this column is 
for a Mexican cookbook in English. It 
would certainly make life easier for 
us if we could recommend one with. 
out reservations. However, as far as 
we know, there is none that treats the 
Mexican style of cooking with the 
respect this merits. And too frequent- 
ly, where ingredients are not to be 
had beyond the borders of Mexico, sub- 
stitutions are attempted that com- 
pletely rob the dish of the delicate 
mingling of flavors that one comes to 
expect from the aromatic kitchens of 
Mexico. 

We have one book that does at least 
give an inkling of the elegant Mexican 
dishes. It was written by Natalie 
Scott (“Mexican Cookbook”), w) 

lew months ago in Taxco where she 
bad lived for 35 A woman with 
an immense love and appreciation for 


BATS 


things Mexican, her approach has our 
complete approval. We quote from 
her introduction: 

“Things best known are hardest to 
describe... For twenty years I have 
known the Mexican kitchen intimately 
— and happily. Now, details crowd 
clamoring for expression. Perspective 
is lost. So let the details have their 
way, even to the point of being lyrical. 
Perhaps the net result may be effec- 
tive after all. 

“It is a Proteus of kitchens, its per- 
sonalities innumerable, one for each 
mistress; because for any Mexican 
woman, grande dame or lowly peas- 
ant, her kitchen is a projection of 
herself, and each of its products is as 
individual. Recipe books exist, but 
most restrictedly. You may run across 
one bound in parchment from an old 
monastery, or sometimes a family 
preserves its culinary treasures in 
careful script; and there are a few 
printed books. But for the most part, 
cooking is a thing of memory, of adap- 
tation to local products and local con. 
ditions in which inspiration and per- 
sonality play the largest part, 

“And for the kitchen itself, there is 
the same variety. Its form is deter- 
mined by so many things — by the 
economic status of the family, by the 
type of clay in the region, and above 
all by the taste of its presiding 
genius. 

“Consider the brasero, the ‘stove’, 
if it must be named by its purpose. It 
is the central feature naturally, but 
one never knows in what guise to ex- 
pect it. In a hut of woven twigs, with 
a thatched roof and a hard earth 
floor, tiny but sturdy in the midst of 
towering mountains, the brasero may 
be merely a circle of crude clay set 
in the floor, where the housewife 
crouches easily with busily moving 
hands. In the tidy little farm, with 
plaster walls and gay scallops of red 
tiles for a roof, it will more likely be a 
pretil de rancho, built up waist-high 
of clay, with rectangular openings in 
its top, floored with iron bars to hold 
the charcoal, a recess left below to 
catch the ashes. The clay will have 
been smoothed lovingly by hand and 
carried on to make a wide smooth sur- 
face that serves as table for the mis- 
tress, then lowered to make a bench 
where the master sits and holds his 
plate to eat. The clay is as the whim- 
sical earth provides, pale-gray, creamv 
white, brown, or most happily, mauve. 





Save! 


Save almost 

5 dollars on 

each bottle of 

Marie Brizard 
Cordial by 

buying your 

supply in 

Mexico. 

The 

exquisite 

French 

liqueurs 

backed by 

200 years + 
of tradition and experience 


compania CYRNOS, S. A. 


Cervantes Saavedra 27, Mexico, OD. F. 
-4 Telephone 25-48-76 








The Hotel Prado Americas in Aca- 
pulco stands 280 feet above the 
serene Pacific, on a breathtakin 
spot in the world’s most beautifu 
port. It is surrounded by trans- 
parent blue water, massive rocks 
and mountains, flowers and ante 
of delicate and unusual be auty. A 
private cable car funicular takes 
you to the beach below and back, 
and to the CANTAMAR, Acapul- 
co's most elegant cabana club _ 
unique night club. Whether 

go to Acapulco for rest or = 
choose the Hotel Prado Americas, 
the very best Mexico has to offer 
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NATIONAL MUSEUM OF NATIVE 
ART AND CRAFTS 
Juérez No. 44, Mexico, D. F. 


MUSEUM OF CERAMICS 
Tlaquepaque, Jalisco. 
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HOTEL SANTA PRISCA 


Vour hosts: Fred & tere Clapp 
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CLEMENTE JACQUES y Cua. S.A. 


The leading packers of 
Mexican food since 1887. 


When you're cooking Mexican style, use 
the canned and packaged Mexican orig- 
inals for the proper flavor. 


Clemente Jacques products are avail- 
able in food speciality stores in major 

cities of the United States. 
For our free Mexican Reine leaflet 
a., 8. A. 


Write to Clemente Jacques y 
F.C. Cintura 1, México, D. F 











Mexico City's 


Each day it is sloshed by water and 
smoothed anew by hand. 

“In the hacienda or the city house, 
the brasero attains magnificence. It 
often wanders along a whole wall of a 
vast room, its charcoal recesses many, 
sustained by wide squat arches open- 
ing to the floor, where charcoal is 
stored. Or it may majestically claim 
the whole center of the room. And it 
will be painted brick pink, or, height 
of elegance, be made of dull-glazed 


tiles. In sophisticated places, there 
may be a tin oven with birds or beasts 
as like as not repoussés about the 
doors, and this will set on the charcoal 
to do its worthy duty — quite as ef- 
ficiently as its distant electric cousin. 

“As for the pots and pans, there is 
clay again, clay in every shape and 
size and form and color: one is con- 
stantly aware of earth sources in Mex- 
ico. There must be a comal, on which 
to cook the tortillas, the paper-thin 
pan-cake-shaped “bread” of Mexico. 


Complete Automotive Service 





= —MARIANO ESCOBEDO 476 





English speaking personnel 
We service all makes of 
automobiles. 


= DISTRIBUIDORA AUTOMOTRIZ, S. A. 


Mariano Escobedo 476 


México, D. F. 


Telephone 11-96-05 or 11-96-06 


The comal is large, round, flat, and 
unglazed, and it must have a large 
grill shaped especially for it. 

“Cazuelas serve impartially as grid. 
dle and a skillet; for them, the potter 
uses a different clay. They are flat- 
bottomed, deep-sided, and glazed, and 
may be had in any size. The saucepan, 
or olla, is pot-bellied and wide-mouth- 
ed. And when it comes to pitchers, 
jarros, there is no end to the potter’s 
versatility: they are squat, they are 
tall, they may be green, brilliant or 
dull; or sand-colored; or shiny black 
as a dark night...” 

And here are two recipes selected 
from the book: 


CHICKEN WITH PINEAPPLE SAUCE 


2 young fryers 

2 tbsps. lard or cooking oil 
i onion, mince 

2 ripe tomatoes, mashed 

| ripe pineapple, mashed 
2 tbsps. seedless raisins 
sugar, salt, pepper to taste 


Disjoint the chicken for frying, rub with salt 
and pepper. Fry in fat in a covered sauce-pan. 
As chicken begins to take on color, add the 
onions and the tomatoes, and when it is nearly 
done, the pineapple, raisins, and sugar, salt 
and pepper to taste. 


TROUT WITH HAZEL NUTS 


2 Ibs fish (whole), trout or red-snapper 
| lemon, the juice 

2 cups hazel nuts 

milk 

| cup grated Kraft cheese 

1/4 cup sherry 

1/2 cup bread crumbs 

1 pinch nutmeg 


Mix lemon juice, salt and pepper to taste, 
and brush over fish. Let stand for 1! hour. 
Wipe well, rub with butter, and place in 
baking pan. Grind .the nuts and mix with 
enough milk to make a thick paste. Add grat- 
ed cheese and wine. Spread this sauce over 
fish. Season with salt and pepper, sprinkle 
with bread crumbs and dot with butter, liberal- 
ly. Sprinkle with nutmeg. Bake in moderate 
oven. 


There are many other recipes, most 
of which are good approximations of 
the Mexican original. Remember Nat- 
alie Scott’s own advice — in Mexican 
cooking inspiration and _ personality 
play the largest part, and using the 
basic ingredients improvise to your 
own taste. 

The book may be ordered from San- 
borns, Book Department, Reforma 45, 
Mexico, D. F. The cost is two dollars 
plus 25 cents for postage. 











